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Workshop (WS 20) - North America
Over the past 50 years, there has been a significant increase in the emergence of infectious diseases. More than 70% of
emerging infectious diseases are zoonoses, diseases caused by germs that spread between wild animals, farm animals and
humans. Almost all the pandemics we know of are zoonoses (SARS Cov2, Ebola and COVID-19 to name a few). 
 
These emergences and re-emergences are deeply linked to the pressures exerted on the environment, in particular on natural
habitats and biodiversity. These pressures increase contacts between virus reservoirs in wildlife, livestock and humans. 30%
of emergences are believed to be due to changes in land use, including deforestation. 
 
The human, health, economic, social cost of the COVID-19 pandemic is enormous. More pandemics are likely in the years /
decades to come. Investing in prevention would cost 100 times less than controlling future pandemics. 
 
It is therefore necessary to set up a “one health” approach integrating human health, animal health and environmental health
and aimed at preventing the emergence of new infectious diseases and not only seeking to anticipate and slow down their
spread. This type of approach will make it possible to implement prevention strategies before human populations start to be
affected. 
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